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      Music is a wonderful thing.  It can affect our 
�H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���D�O�V�R���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�X�U���W�K�R�X�J�K�W��
processes.  There are a lot of  great bands in this world 
that a lot of  people do not know about.  My goal is to 
reveal some of  those bands to you and, hopefully, for 
you to listen and enjoy!
�������������7�K�H���À�U�V�W���E�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���,���Z�L�O�O���W�H�O�O���\�R�X���D�E�R�X�W���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I ���P�\��
personal favorites.  It came together in early 2003 when 
�À�Y�H���P�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q�V���P�H�W���F�R�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\���L�Q���D���O�R�F�D�O���P�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q�·�V��
message board.  Former lead singer, Kevin Matisyn, 
suggested the name Evans Blue—the dye that is injected 
into the bloodstream to measure blood volume—for 
the band name.  In 2005, the band signed with Pocket 
Recordings and began recording its debut album.  The 
Melody and the Energetic Nature of  Volume was 
released in February, 2006, and immediately had a major 
�K�L�W���V�R�Q�J���L�Q�����´�&�R�O�G�����%�X�W���,�·�P���6�W�L�O�O���+�H�U�H�����µ�����7�K�H���D�O�E�X�P���Z�D�V��
for fans of  alternative hard rock.  With a sound similar 
to Breaking Benjamin, Taproot and Three Days Grace, 
the album was a huge success among rockers of  all ages. 
���������������7�K�H���Q�H�[�W���I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V���Z�H�U�H���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�D�Q�G�������,�Q��
April, 2006, drummer Darryl Brown left without an 
explanation and in July, 2008, vocalist Kevin Matisyn was 
voted out of  the band due to his differences in music 
and business.  In February of  2009, Dan Chandler was 
�D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���D�V���0�D�W�L�V�\�Q�·�V���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�D�Q�G���E�H�J�D�Q��
serious work on its next album, The Pursuit Begins 
�:�K�H�Q���7�K�L�V���3�R�U�W�U�D�\�D�O���R�I ���/�L�I�H���(�Q�G�V�������7�K�H���À�U�V�W���V�L�Q�J�O�H���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H���D�O�E�X�P�����´�6�L�F�N���2�I ���,�W���µ���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���U�D�G�L�R���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K��
23 and was in iTunes by March 31.  Subsequently, the 
entire album was posted on Myspace as of  June 17.  
     For all you rockers, check out Evans Blue because it 
really is one of  those bands you oughtta know.     

Bands You Oughtta Know:

Evans Blue

     Sitting on the edge of  the pictur-
�H�V�T�X�H���/�D�N�H���5�K�R�G�D�����'�H�Q�Y�H�U�·�V���/�D�N�H-
side Amusement Park is one of  the 
oldest in the country, and the oldest 
in its original location in Colorado. It 
opened on May 30th, 1908, taking up 
nearly half  the town of  Lakeside.
      Older park guests will remem-
ber the iconic Tower of  Jewels, a 
150-foot lighthouse of  sorts with 
over 5,000 lights. At one time it was 
complete with a park casino and 
casino theater, and was originally one 
of  the tallest buildings in Colorado. 
�7�R�G�D�\���W�K�H���W�R�Z�H�U���L�V���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���R�I�À�F�H�V��
and storage.
�������������´�,�W���Z�D�V���V�R���S�U�H�W�W�\���µ���S�D�V�W���J�X�H�V�W��
Nancy Mickle, Ralston Valley librar-
ian, recalls. “It was just awesome. It 
was a landmark that we all used to 
�O�R�R�N���I�R�U���µ
      Still in use at the park is the 
70-year-old Cyclone coaster. Stand-
�L�Q�J���D�W���D�Q���H�Q�R�U�P�R�X�V���������I�H�H�W���W�D�O�O�����L�W�·�V��
covered in chipped white paint and 
recognized as an American Coaster 
�(�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�V���´�/�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N���&�R�D�V�W�H�U�µ����
This past summer, a huge scare 
involving the Cyclone seriously upset 

park frequenters—it was shut down 
for repairs during the winter months 
and most of  the summer season. 
�,�W���G�L�G�Q�·�W���U�H���R�S�H�Q���X�Q�W�L�O���/�D�E�R�U���'�D�\��
weekend.
      More rides 
featured at the 
historic park are 
the Auto Skoot-
ers, Matterhorn, 
Scrambler, Tilt-
A-Whirl, and 
Wild Chipmunk. 
A 22-gauge 
miniature diesel 
train also loops 
around the lake, 
which, aside 
from the Ferris 
wheel, offers the 
best view of  the 
park at night.
      Gussied up in bright neon colors, 
Lakeside was once called White City 
because of  the 100,000 plus lights 
that dazzled its spectators. When the 
dark rolls in, the timeless feeling of  
�D���S�D�V�W���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���D�J�H���U�H�Á�H�F�W�V���Á�D�Z-
lessly on the surface of  the water, a 
truly magical sight to behold. It may 

be that same sight that keeps draw-
ing so many people back.
�������������´�7�K�L�V���L�V���E�H�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���6�L�[���)�O�D�J�V���µ��
said sophomore Jason Heinecke.

      Indeed, going 
to Lakeside is a 
great way to spend 
Friday night with 
your friends. While 
it may not be as 
large as Elitch 
�*�D�U�G�H�Q�V�����L�W�·�V���D��
more cost effec-
tive and family-
oriented alterna-
tive. The older, 
history-rich park 
is open during the 
summer from May 
to September and 
unlimited rides 

cost only $13.75 on weekdays and 
$19.75 on weekends/holidays.
      The park is located at 4601 
Sheridan Boulevard in Denver.

     If  you need a fun, inexpensive place to hang out on 
a Friday night, Lakeside Amusement Park is the place 
to be! A complete experience will cost around $19.75. . 
�������/�H�W�·�V���E�U�H�D�N���G�R�Z�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���\�R�X���F�D�Q���N�H�H�S���\�R�X�U���W�R�X�U��
under $20 at Lakeside!
      There are some marvelous, inexpensive food sources 
you can obtain at Lakeside – they have funnel cakes, giant 
�S�L�F�N�O�H�V�����Q�D�F�K�R�V�����D�Q�G���P�R�U�H�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����L�I ���\�R�X�·�U�H���Q�R�W���L�Q���W�K�H��

mood for such snacks, the park also has several arcades 
with claw, pinball, and other such machines, most of  
which cost around 50¢.
      Throughout the park are classic carnival games like 
�W�K�H���U�L�Q�J���W�R�V�V�����À�V�K�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���Z�D�W�H�U���V�K�R�R�W�H�U�V�����0�R�V�W���R�I ���W�K�R�V�H��
�F�R�V�W���������������W�R�����������������$�Q�\���Z�D�\���\�R�X���V�S�O�L�W���L�W�����L�W�·�V���T�X�L�W�H���H�D�V�\���W�R��
spend under $20 at Lakeside.
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BLAST TO THE PAST: The Tower of Jewels 
at Lakeside Amusement Park in Denver 
stands tall. The park was opened in 1908, 
and is still in operation today.
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The Caped Crusader Get Scared
Batman makes his video game reviewThe best horror movies of  all time
REVIEW: �:�L�W�K���%�D�W�P�D�Q�·�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�W�\��
at an all time high thanks to the major 
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V���R�I ���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�·�V���E�O�R�F�N�E�X�V�W�H�U���À�O�P��The 
Dark Knight expectations for a video game 
starring Batman himself  have never been 
higher. Batman Arkham Asylum has been 
amongst all top 10 lists for video games 
since the day of  its release. 
Aside from the fact that 
the Joker, the number one 
villain of  all time is in the 
game many features have 
been introduced to make 
the gameplay go far beyond 
what anyone has ever seen.

STORY:  For people, 
who have the game or have 
heard news of  it, you play 
as the The Dark Knight him-
self  and you begin the story 
when Batman is returning 
Joker to Arkham after a 
violent episode at City 
Hall. While being escorted 
back to his cell, the Joker 
manages to break free, kill 
a few guards and staff  members, kidnap 
the Warden of  Arkham, and take over the 
entire island in a matter of  minutes with 
�K�H�O�S���I�U�R�P�����+�D�U�O�H�\���4�X�L�Q�Q�����1�R�Z���L�W�·�V���X�S���W�R��
Batman to not only stop Joker, but to save 
Gotham city from a horrid end.            

GAMEPLAY: Many features have been 
introduced that have proven to be addict-
ing, including Eye popping graphics and 
hours of  gameplay. Included as a special 
for the fans are the original voices by 
Kevin Conroy as Batman and Mark Hamill 
as Joker from the animated series. The 
�Q�H�Z���I�U�H�H���Á�R�Z���F�R�P�E�D�W���V�\�V�W�H�P���D�O�O�R�Z�V���\�R�X��
�W�R���À�J�K�W���J�U�R�X�S�V���R�I ���Y�L�O�O�D�L�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���H�D�V�H�����:�L�W�K��
�R�Q�O�\���D���I�H�Z���S�U�H�V�V�H�V���R�I ���W�K�H���E�X�W�W�R�Q�����-�R�N�H�U�·�V��
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goons will get their bells hung before they 
even hit the ground. You can practice this 
�E�\���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���P�R�G�H�V�����%�D�W�P�D�Q�·�V��
classic weapon, the Batarang, along with 
many other gadgets (you can earn them 
�O�D�W�H�U���R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���J�D�P�H�����D�U�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���D�W���\�R�X�U��
disposal for quick takedowns or clever 
distractions to get your enemy. Alongside 
the Joker and his goons are famous vil-

lains from the TV show 
which include: The sexy 
Poison Ivy and Harley 
Quinn, Ingenious Riddler, 
behemoth Killer Croc, 
the maniacal Scarecrow, 
and the steroid maniac, 
Bane. To end the gameplay 
features, there are also side 
missions to solve riddles 
�D�Q�G���À�Q�G���D�U�W�L�I�D�F�W�V���V�H�W���E�\���W�K�H��
Riddler to unlock Char-
acter Bios (which include 
villains from the TV and 
�W�K�H���F�R�P�L�F���E�R�R�N���V�H�U�L�H�V����
and new challenges to not 
only master your stealth 
and combat skills, but to 
compare your high scores 
so you can show anyone 

�H�O�V�H���Z�K�R�·�V���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\���P�R�F�N�L�Q�J���\�R�X��

CLOSING COMMENTS:  Batman 
Arkham Asylum is the greatest comic book 
videogame of  all time. This is an adult 
Dark Knight story that is well-told, packs 
some truly fun gameplay elements, has top 
notch voice talent, and feel like its part of  
Batman canon. “Batman is an addicting 
�D�F�W�L�R�Q���J�D�P�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�U�D�S�K�L�F�V���D�U�H���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���µ��
said Nicholas Tangsrud. To nitpick, the cut 
�V�F�H�Q�H�V���F�R�X�O�G�·�Y�H���O�R�R�N�H�G���E�H�W�W�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
AI was a bit more responsive, but those are 
�M�X�V�W���W�L�Q�\���Á�D�Z�V���W�K�D�W���V�K�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W���G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W���\�R�X��
from the big picture.
     Rocksteady nailed what Batman is sup-
posed to feel like. Batman fans, rejoice!

THE GAME:  The Batman Arkham 
Asylum video game is the latest addi -
tion to the Batman franchise.

Mike DeGrace
News Editormike.degrace@rvhsnews.com

1. Halloween (1978):   Per -
haps the greatest Halloween 
movie of all time. This is the 
story of a psychotic mur -
derer named Michael Myers. 
Since childhood, he has been 
institutionalized for the murder 
of his sister, but now he has 
escaped and is on a mindless 
rampage.  He returns to his 
�K�R�P�H���L�Q���+�D�G�G�R�Q�¿�H�O�G�����,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V��
to wreak havoc and give the 
city one terrifying night to 
remember. Jamie Lee Curtis 
stars as Laurie in this disturb -
�L�Q�J���¿�O�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���O�H�D�Y�H���\�R�X��
haunted by Myers for the rest 
of your life.

2. A Nightmare on Elm 
Street (1984):  One of Wes 
Craven’s best horror movies, A 
Nightmare on Elm Street is the 
story of a young girl named 
Nancy and her encounter with 
Freddy Krueger, a serial killer 
who was burned to death 
and is out for revenge.  He 
brandishes a glove with razor 
�V�K�D�U�S���E�O�D�G�H�V���I�R�U���¿�Q�J�H�U�V�������+�H��
terrorizes his victims in their 
dreams and has the ability to 
physically harm them in their 
altered state of reality.  A true 
horror masterpiece.  

3. Friday the 13th (1980): A 
young boy by the name of Ja -
son Voorhees tragically drowns 
while at camp.  Years later, he 
comes back to stalk and mur -
der the counselors at Camp 
Crystal Lake.  Disguised in a 
hockey mask and wielding a 
machete, Jason is well known 
by horror movie buffs every -
�Z�K�H�U�H�������7�K�L�V���P�R�Y�L�H���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\��
makes you think twice before 
going to summer camp.

4. Scream (1996): Another of Wes 
Craven’s classic Halloween thrill-
ers, Scream boasts a star-studded 
cast including Courtney Cox, Drew 
Barrymore and Liev Schreiber.  A 
psychopathic serial killer stalks a 
group of teenagers through their 
school and lives.  Like any Wes 
Craven movie, blood, gore, and 
terrifying twists are present in this 
movie.  Though not as clever as 
�+�D�O�O�R�Z�H�H�Q�����6�F�U�H�D�P���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\���V�H�Q�G�V��
a chill down its audience’s spine.

5. Poltergiest (1982): Strange 
events are happening in the Freel -
ing home.  A group of ghosts are 
haunting the house and causing 
panic throughout the entire fam -
ily.  Directed by Steven Spielberg, 
Poltergeist doesn’t hit as hard 
�R�Q���J�R�U�H���D�V���W�K�H���:�H�V���&�U�D�Y�H�Q���¿�O�P�V��
do, but it makes up for the scare 
factor in its psychological aspect.  
�,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�L�V�����W�K�H���3�R�O�W�H�U�J�H�L�V�W��
franchise has been rumored to 
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���F�X�U�V�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���¿�Y�H���D�F�W�R�U�V��
�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�O�P���D�O�O���G�L�H�G���I�U�R�P��
rather strange circumstances.

6. The Exorcist 
(1973):  Something 
beyond comprehen -
sion is happening to 
Linda Blair.  She has 
become possessed by 
Satan and is in need 
of an exorcism.  The 
Exorcist looks at the 
horrors of hell, and 
epitomizes terror for 
many religious and 
non-religious people of 
�D�O�O���D�J�H�V���������,�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
said to have been the 
most terrifying movie 
ever created.   


