
Ralston Valley Xpress Friday, October 9, 2009

SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT EDITOR

JOSHUA NELSON
joshua.nelson@rvhsnews.com 6READER FEEDBACK

What do you think of  our new Spotlight 
entertainment section? Weigh in at 
www.rvhsnews.com

     September 11th is often a sad 
day to remember in this country. 
This year, however, it is the kick 
off  of  the largest anime and 
manga convention in Colorado: 
Nan Desu Kan (NDK). NDK 
attendees are often told an 
assortment of  things, includ-
ing (but not limited to), “Is it 
Halloween already?” or just 
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won’t stop them from attending 
though.
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at Tivoli Student Union with 
around 200 attendees. Now, 12 
years later, NDK takes place at 
the Marriott Denver Tech Center 
with the number of  congoers 
reaching around 6000.
     Now, one might think that 
NDK is just a place to gather 
and chat about shows and com-
ics. That, however, couldn’t be 
further from the truth. Many 
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video game tournaments, such as 
Battle of  the Rock Bands, as well 
as the dealer room, Cosplay and AMV Contests, Artist 
Alley, Meet-And-Greets with voice actors, the art and 
model show, and the cosplay rave.
     The cosplay contest is most likely one of  the most 
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beyond the recommended number of  maximum oc-

     The Fray are said to be one of  the most grounded 
bands in Hollywood. They took a musical break earlier 
this Fall to give back to the community they say gave 
so much to them. All four members grew up in Denver 
and attended local high schools, Ralston Valley and Faith 
Christian Academy.  On September 4th The Fray along 
with another local band, The Flobots, did their part to 
stay connected. 
      Bowling, a self  admitted weak spot for The Fray, 
was the main event for The Flobots Community Aid 
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works toward change among thousands of  young people 
across the country by helping create leaders, builders, and 
change makers. The Fray and Flobots members donated 
their time to participate in the Bring it on Bowling Ball 
at Luck Strikes Lanes-Belmar, where The Fray came up 
short against the Flobots. 
      “I was the high scorer of  our team coming in at a 
big, fat 99 (for those of  you who don’t know 100 is not 
the goal),” Admits Ben Wysocki, the drummer from The 
Fray. 
     Aside from their bowling adventure, The Fray also 
stays connected with the Arvada community by judging 
high school battle of  the bands and speaking in college 
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courses at The University of  Colorado Denver. They also 
do what they can to keep local restaurants and record 
stores in business. 
     They Fray do their best to not let their obvious 
success in the music industry go to their heads. They 
constantly remind themselves where they came from and 
never forget the importance of  looking back and helping 
out.  
     “It sounds cliché, but when we think we’re on top 
of  the world at some fancy hotel in Hollywood, the 
Starbucks on 64th and Ward comes humbly to mind.” 
says Wysocki.
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cupants. “What is this contest?” one might ask. Simply 
put, the Cosplay Contest is where attendees show off  
the costumes they have made and win prizes for differ-

ent things: Age group, complexity, 
craftsmanship, and many more. One 
might still wonder what cosplay 
itself  is. In short, cosplay is short for 
costume roleplay, when one dresses 
up as a favorite character, more com-
monly meant to be from and anime 
or manga.
      Most cosplayers will buy their 
costumes online from ebay stores, 
or even commission others to make 
said costumes for them. However, 
quite a few will make them from 
scratch. One individual who is highly 
popular among these conventions is 
Riley [last name here], also known as 
CanineHybrid. She has become most 
popular for her Pokemon costumes. 
Her ‘debut’ costume was an anthro-
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improved greatly by the time NDK 
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body Aerodactyl costume, also from 
�3�R�N�H�P�R�Q�����7�K�D�W���\�H�D�U���L�W���Z�R�Q���À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H��
in the beginning level craftsmanship 

category.
     This year, her costume was another 

full body suit, also from Pokemon. She revealed her 
costume over youtube, this year being Leafeon, a grass 
type Eeveelution from the fourth generation games, 
Diamond, Pearl and Platinum. 

COSTUMED UP: Two congoers playing Ciel 
Phantomhive and Sebastian Michaelis from Black 
Butler. Photo by Ashley Haramaki

     The top 10 songs right now, according to iTunes, are 
all pop music.  In fact, the only songs not in the pop 
genre are hip hop songs, both of  which are featuring pop 
artists (Rihanna and Alicia Keys). 
     Music seems to be gravitating back towards the style 
of  the late 90’s. The real difference is more of  an “edge”, 
In that the bands aim for slightly darker tones in the 
music and lyrics.

the iTunes top 
10 songs list
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Science teacher Jason Lowrey often sports a classic goatee 
and moustache beard (also known as a Van Dyke or circle 
beard).  While it is not considered a full beard by many, it 
is a very popular style and has been spotted on the faces of 
many celebrities, including Brad Pitt and Billy Joel.  Lowrey’s 
goatee and moustache combination has a very robust and 
powerful appearance, which is good because often times 
when other people attempt to grow beards of the same 
style, they appear to be thin and weak. By Evan Gaston


