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he night of February 8 was
for most people an ordinary
Sunday night. But for pop
star Rihanna, it was almost
an end to her life.

As most everyone with access to the
celebrity gossip community knows,
Chris Brown has been charged with 2
felonies for his actions against Rihanna
February 8. It seems obvious from
pictures released of Rihanna right after
the attack, that he should have an easy
conviction; and show hundreds of teens
that their abusive partners will not get
away with what they are doing. Right?
Wrong; not only has Brown pleaded “not
guilty”, but a poll taken by the Boston
Public Health Commission showed that
nearly half of 200 teens interviewed, be-
lieve the beatings were Rihanna’s fault;
that she “deserved” them.

More startling statistics show that 52
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As the curtain comes up, the
audience gets the first glimpse at
the magical world of Cinderella. At
least, Roger and Hammerstein’s
(not to be confused with Disney’s)
Cinderella. So no, there were no
mice. Well, no talking mice. But
the overture reveals the color-
ful costumes, the life-like set, the
flowing music in the background
like a far-off dream. Finally, the
work of several months is pulled
into life. And it was a hit. All four

nights of the production were sold out,

complete with a very popular family night

(with plenty of little princesses). That is

more tickets than any other RV production

has sold.

The set was wonderfully built, com-

ing alive in bright colors and a fairy-tale

appearance, and bringing an exciting and

romantic atmosphere. One particularly ad-

mirable piece of set was Cinderella’s house.
It harbored
a staircase,
functional
windows,
and a work-
ing fire-
place.

The
songs were
also very
memorable.

percent of the teens thought the media
was portraying Brown unfairly, while

ecap
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With the excep-

tion of a couple

microphone

mess-ups, the

songs were

well heard and

together. The

hints of humor

in many of the

songs made the

performance

that much more

enjoyable, and the audience left humming
the tunes. Of course, that means there is
little chance the songs will leave your head
for a very long time.

As for the acting, the talented Adam
Celentano nailed his part as Prince
Charming, acting as the perfect counter-
part for the lovely Cinderella, played by
Mackenzie Talley. Their scenes were flaw-
less and so believable; even their kisses
(particularly in the end scene) brought
cheers from the audience. The rest of the
cast also did a wonderful job bringing a
fairy tale land to life, and the
costumes were magnificent
and so colorful, well fit for the
image of Cinderella. And each
night of performance was
certainly “A Lovely Night.”

To contact the writer or
comment on this story, email
kayla.fochtman@rvhsnews.
com.
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Kicking it to domestic violence

What does the Chris Brown-Rihanna conflict reflect about teen relation-
ships and the all-powerful status of celebrities in America?

tics, half of the youth of America believe
it is simply a normal part of life. One

44 percent believe the teen interviewed by
fighting is only a “normal . . the Domestic Violence
part of the relationship”. omestic v10- and Sexual Assault
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to a place in our his- . Very preva “to keep them in their
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Do people in this day
and age actually believe that this kind of
primitive behavior is OK? Unfortunate-
ly, the answer is yes.
Domestic violence is still very prevalent
in our modern day society. It is estimat-
ed by the National Institute of Justice
Study, that approximately 1.3 million
women and 835,000 men annually are
physically assaulted by an intimate part-
ner in the United States. Worldwide,
one in three women will be a victim of
domestic violence.

And with all of these startling statis-

this is not taken as a
serious problem to many people. Itis
something to joke about and laugh about
and even participate in.

Why has this become such an accept-
ed part of relationships now-a-days? It
is certainly not due to lack of organiza-
tions or lack of people who know about
it, because in both categories there are
plenty of people. One contributing fac-
tor is most definitely the celebrity world.
Even after the pictures of the beaten
Rihanna were released, hundreds of
teens still support him. All claiming that

he did nothing wrong, and in the case of
oth graders in the Bronx, saying: “she
probably made him mad for him to react
like that ... You know, like, bring it on?”
No one, ever, deserves this kind of
treatment, for any reason. It doesn’t
matter if they’re “bringing it on” or
doing nothing to encourage it at all.
People need to realize now that domes-
tic violence is not a joke, should not be
accepted and should not be so lightly
discussed. This is a serious problem
that for some reason is becoming a nor-
mal part of people’s lives, with any luck,
the attention to the issue brought by the
celebrity world will help to decrease and
eliminate the problem.
If you or someone you know is a vic-
tim of domestic violence in any form,
contact the National Teen Dating Abuse
Help hotline at 1-866-331-9474.

To contact the writer or comment on
this story email ashley.pajor@rvhsnews.
com.



